SH 1261521 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


On July 18, 1999, Lieutenant Karyn Mannis, Sergeant Stacy Lee, and Sergeant Ruth Nelson, responded 
to Lakewood Station’s area regarding a deputy involved shooting. 


This summary of the incident is based upon interviews with the suspect, witnesses, involved personnel, and 
reports under file #099-19261-1340-252. 


SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT 


Suspect Daniel Rodriguez was the driver of a vehicle being pursued by CHP officers regarding an armed 
Carjacking. The pursuit originated in Orange County and terminated in Lakewood Station’ s area, Suspect 
Rodriguez fled the vehicle as did the other suspects. Information provided by supporting aero units, as well 
as citizens’ calls, led responding deputies to Suspect Rodriguez’ location - i 67" Street, Artesia. 
Deputy Joyce and Deputy McDonald saw the suspect hiding under a truck parked at that location. 
Suspect Rodriguez ignored the deputies’ orders and attempted to flee. When he reached the northeast 
corner of the location, he crouched and turned toward Deputy Joyce. Fearing he was about to be shot at 
by an armed felon, Deputy Joyce fired two rounds at the suspect, Suspect Rodriguez once in the back 
below the left shoulder blade. The suspect was treated at St. Francis Medical Center and then booked 
at Lakewood Station. 


SUSPECT INVOLVED 


Daniel Rodriguez aka Daniel Borja Booking #6128801 
M/H DOB 01-22-79 


Suspect Rodriguez is a “Chivas” gang member, using the moniker “Chubby.” He resides in the area where 
the suspect vehicle was abandoned, and where he then fled on foot. Although only 20 years of age, his 
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MARY OF IN NT 


On July 18, 1999, at 2228 hours, Santa Ana Police Department received a 9-1-1 call from a man reporting 
his vehicle had been taken by two armed males. Within minutes, CHP units began tracking the movements 
of the suspect vehicle. When the officers attempted a traffic stop with the suspect vehicle, a pursuit ensued 
along the 5 Freeway, with speeds exceeding 100 MPH. Both aCHP Airship and a Costa Mesa Air Unit 
were involved in monitoring the pursuit. The driver of the suspect vehicle was Suspect Daniel Rodriguez 
(a.k.a. Daniel Borja), a Chivas gang member. The “Chivas” gang is active in Lakewood Station’s area. 


When the pursuit entered Los Angeles County, near Lakewood Station’s area, Sheriff’s Aero Unit Air 21 
advised patrol units of the approaching pursuit via Dispatch 14. Ground units were told the suspect vehicle 
was wanted with regard to a car jacking. 


IAB NOTE: See Exhibit B for a transcript of the radio traffic regarding the pursuit and 
ensuing Department actions. 


The pursuit terminated iii near Elaine Avenue, in Artesia, where the vehicle was 
abandoned and the four suspects fled on foot. The supporting air units elected to follow the movements 
of the driver, Suspect Rodriguez, who initially fled north and east. Air21 now requested a containment 
be set up by Lakewood Units and called off coordinates in the area. Deputy David Joyce, Unit 131D, 
and Deputy Joseph McDonald, Unit 134A, had ETAs of two minutes and were approved for Code 3 
responses. 


As both Deputy Joyce and Deputy McDonald arrived in the vicinity of 168" and Elaine, a prowler call was 
dispatched regarding aprowler at {a Suspect Rodriguez, in an apparent attempt to elude 
his pursuers, ran between houses in the area until he came to! There, he at first banged 
on, and then kicked in, the front door of the home. The resident, — 9- 
1-1 as Suspect Rodriguez was trying to gain entry. When he ran into the house, grabbed 
haz. fled out the front door still speaking on the 9-1-1 line. Suspect Rodriguez soon 


exited the house and then ran westbound and secreted himself under a yellow, Dodge pick-up truck parked 
in the driveway of Ea] 167" Street. 


The prowler call, and information provided directly by Air 21, pinpointed Suspect Rodriguez’ location. 
Deputies Joyce and McDonald approached from the west and parked their patrol cars several houses 
away from both the prowler call and the yellow pick-up truck. They walked up tof 67" Street. 
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Due to the nature of the call, acar jacking, both deputies believed the suspect may be armed and had their 
own weapons drawn. 


Atthe same time, CHP Officers M n c who had been the second unit in the pursuit, 
were making their way down the street from the east, guided by information provided through their own 
Aero Unit. They, too, had their weapons drawn, and saw the Sheriff’ s personnel coming eastbound down 
167" Street. The CHP officers had some difficulty with direct communications with their Airship. As they 
approached zz 67" Street, Officer hn derstood that the suspect had fled to the backyards 
near that locale. He and his partner went south between the houses to clear that area, just as the deputies 
got to the yellow pick-up. 


Deputy Joyce, walking in the street and using cars parked along the curb as a buffer, passed the truck 
parked in the driveway of ih 67" Street. Deputy McDonald was on the sidewalk and stopped at 
the northeast corner of the yard, which was enclosed by a three foot wrought iron fence. He saw Suspect 
Rodriguez lying under the truck and immediately alerted his partner to the suspect’s presence. Both 
deputies issued verbal commands to Suspect Rodriguez, ordering him to come out from under the truck 
and to show his hands. Instead of complying, Suspect Rodriguez rolled out from under the truck and ran 
east bound along the front of the house. He then turned the corner as if to run south to the rear yard. The 
deputies paralleled his movements, and continued to shout commands. Deputy Joyce ran east and then 
turned south into the front yard a 67" Street. Deputy McDonald remained on the sidewalk and 
was positioned a little behind Deputy Joyce. 


There was a large trash can at the northeast corner of the house. When Suspect Rodriguez turned the 
corner, instead of continuing his flight, he stopped, crouched down near the trash can, and turned toward 
the pursuing deputies. Deputy Joyce “put on the brakes” and evaluated the changing circumstance. The 
suspect’s actions did not appear to be consistent with someone who was going to surrender, nor did it 
appear likely he was going to be able to successfully elude his pursuers. In addition to the deputies who 
were immediately present, law enforcement helicopters continued to circle the scene. In Deputy Joyce’s 
mind, the only explanation for the suspect’ s current action was to aggress the deputies. Fearing he or his 
partner may be fired upon by an armed felon, and having no opportunity to seek cover, Deputy Joyce fired 
two rounds from his Department-issued 9 MM Beretta. Suspect Rodriguez was struck once in the back 
below the left shoulder blade. 


Following the gun fire, Suspect Rodriguez ran south into the back yard of the location. There he fell to the 
ground and was taken into custody without further incident. Paramedics and an ambulance were requested 
and responded to the scene. Suspect Rodriguez was taken to and treated at Saint Francis Medical Center. 
He was then booked at Lakewood Station. No law enforcement personnel were injured. No weapon has 
been recovered. 


SHOOTING SUMMARY -3- LAKEWOOD STATION 


SH 1261521 


The victim of the original carjacking ie was a male Hispanic gang member, on He 
refused to sign a stolen vehicle report and changed his story. Based upon that information, the search for 
any other suspects was discontinued. Santa Ana Police Department is seeking to file 148.3(b)(c) P.C. 
charges against Mr, 


R FILED 


Suspect Rodriguez was charged with one count of Burglary, 459 P.C., and two counts of Evading an 
Officer, 2800.2 (a) V.C. On August 23, 1999, in Los Cerritos Court, he entered a certified plea for 
Residential Burglary. It is expected he will receive a two year sentence concurrent with a Probation 
Violation. 


WITNE: TATE) TS 


Deputy Joseph McDonald po | 
Lakewood Station 


F.O.R. M 


Deputy McDonald was interviewed, on tape, by Homicide Investigators Sergeant 
Longshore and Detective Harris. The interview was conducted at Lakewood Station on 
July 19, 1999 at 0410 hours. Present during the interview was Sergeant Stacy Lee of the 
Internal Affairs Bureau. 


Deputy McDonald is a detective at Lakewood Station, and stated he was working overtime on PM Shift, 
July 18", as Unit 134A. He had been parked writing a report when a Sheriff’s Aero Unit came on the air 
and advised them a pursuit from Orange County was coming into their area - around 166" and Norwalk. 
Deputy McDonald drove northward from his location, believing the suspects may head for the Chivas 
gang’s area - which they did. Shortly thereafter, Aero advised that the suspect vehicle had stopped near 
167nd and Elaine, and a suspect was running eastbound from that location. As none of the pursuing units 
were close-by, Aero requested deputies respond. Deputy McDonald, with atwo minute ETA, was given 
approval fora Code 3 response. As he approached 167" and Elaine, with Deputy Joyce just in front of 
him, Aero continued setting up a containment. 


Aprowler call at o7* Street was then dispatched. The information given placed the suspect near 
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ayellow truck parked in that driveway. Both Deputy McDonald and Deputy Joyce responded, parking 
their patrol vehicles just west of the location. Deputy McDonald stopped at the northwest corner of the 
location. He stayed on the sidewalk as the location was surrounded by a fence. Seeing the suspect hiding 
under the truck, Deputy McDonald ordered him to come out and to show his hands. Deputy Joyce, who 
had continued to walk eastward along the sidewalk, now came back toward Deputy McDonald’s position, 
but remained on the driver’s side (east) of the truck. 


Both deputies shouted orders at the suspect. The suspect crawled over to the driver’s side of the vehicle 
(from west to east), stood up and ran along the front of the location in aeasterly direction. The deputies 
paralleled his movements along the sidewalk, with their guns drawn. They continued to order him to stop. 
Deputy McDonald said they were aware the original call had related to an armed Carjacking with four 
suspects. This suspect’s behavior heightened their concern he may be the one with the weapon. 


When the suspect got to the northeast corner of the home, he turned to go southbound to the rear of the 
residence. As he did this, he knocked over a large trash can and looked back at the deputies. Deputy 
McDonald’s view of the suspect was partially blocked by Deputy Joyce and he could not see the suspect’s 
hands. Later, Deputy Joyce told Deputy McDonald that the suspect had reached for a gun. 


Atthis time, Deputy Joyce fired two rounds at the suspect, who continued running southbound. When the 
suspect got to a rear fence, he fell in a prone position. Sergeant Luna and a CHP officer jumped the fence 
and handcuffed the suspect. The suspect was walked to the front of the location to wait for paramedics. 


When asked, Deputy McDonald could not remember anything more specific other than they had been told 
the suspects had been armed with a handgun. That information came from Aero Bureau. SCC never 
provided any information related to the pursuit. 


Deputy McDonald said the suspect totally ignored the deputies’ commands, and never gave any indication 
he was going to comply with them. Also, the suspect never said anything to them. 


Deputy McDonald stated that had he been in the same position as Deputy Joyce, his response may well 
have been the same as Joyce’s when the suspect turned back toward them. Deputy McDonald based this 
opinion on the information they had received prior to arriving at the scene, and the totality of the 
circumstances. They never clearly saw the suspect’s hands, and knew they may have been dealing with 
an armed 215 suspect. 


The interview concluded at 0427 hours. 
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Officer 
California Highway Patrol 
Santa Ana Office 


Officer EEE was interviewed, on tape, on July 19, 1999 at 0258 hours. The 
interview was conducted at Lakewood Station by Homicide Investigators Sergeant 
Longshore and Detective Harris. Also present for the interview was Sergeant Stacy Lee 
from Internal Affairs and Officer Es opervisor Sergeant 


Officer, statea he has been with CHP fo ii On July 18, 1999, at approximately 2200 
hours, they began monitoring a car jacking. The owner was supposedly following the suspects. In 
response to a request from their dispatch, Officer {nd his partner, Officer M drove to 
intercept the suspect vehicle which was proceeding north on Interstate 5. Their Aero Unit was also 
responding. Another CHP Unit obtained a visual on the suspect vehicle and provided a license plate. 
When a traffic stop was attempted, a highspeed pursuit ensued that terminated in Lakewood’s area. The 
CHP air ship had been calling out the pursuit, and now told them four suspects had fled the vehicle on foot - 
in different directions. The suspect driver was described as a male having a shaved head. 


Officer EE and his partner helped set up a containment. Their airship followed the driver and 
continued to provide information regarding the suspect’s movements. The officers followed the air ship’s 
movements, on foot, hoping to find the suspect and ended up on 167" Street. They were soon told the 
suspect was in the backyard of ahome with a yellow pick up. As they approached the location from the 
east, Officer o served deputies approaching from the west. Believing the suspect was in the 
backyard , the CHP officers headed south to the rear of the homes. 


At that time, Officer A carci aseries of commands being yelled by the deputies. He could not 
remember what was said. Immediately thereafter, he heard several of shots west of their location. They 
could not see what had occurred. When they ran back around to the front, they saw several officers shining 
lights and a suspect being held at gunpoint. Officer [EEPssisted with handcuffing and searching the 
suspect. The suspect was saying he was going to die. A deputy reassured him he was going to be all right. 


Officer SN the pursuit lasted for 15 miles with speeds up to 100 MPH. They had been 
told it was acar jacking vehicle. Although they requested information regarding weapons used in the crime, 
they were told it was unknown. Officer ZEN he was certain the suspects knew they were being 
pursued. 


The interview concluded at 0320 hours. 
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or 


California Highway Patrol 
Santa Ana Office 


Officer [EEE was interviewed, on tape, on July 19, 1999 at 0326 hours. The 
interview was conducted at Lakewood Station by Homicide Investigators Sergeant 
Longshore and Detective Harris. Also present for the interview were Sergeant Stacy Lee 
from Internal Affairs, and Orter NI supervisor, Sergeant S 


Officer tated substantially the facts as did his partner, Officer B Additionally, he stated 
that while they were searching for the driver suspect, on foot, they received information the suspect was 
by ayellow pick-up truck on 167" Street. They approached the location from the east. Office: 

shone his flashlight under the truck and did not see anything. When he turned back toward his partner, he 
saw Office otion that he was going to the backyard east of the yellow pick-up. Believing 
Office: ad seen something, Officer [EEE left his position and followed his partner. They 
cleared the backyard, and then heard commands being shouted. He could not make out what was being 
said. Two shots were fired. 


Officer Mk hen ran back around to the front and saw two deputies, still yelling commands. He 
handcuffed the suspect, who was laying on the ground. The suspect kept asking the officer if he was going 
to die, despite the fact he had no trouble walking back to front curb. 


Officer A 2i both he and his partner had their weapons drawn as they searched for the suspect. 
They felt it necessary to do so as he had been involved in a car jacking, and was likely armed. 


The interview concluded at 0344 hours. 


r 


Mr vas interviewed, on tape, on July 19, 1999 at 0245 hours. The interview was 
conducted at Mr. om: by Homicide Investigators Sergeant Edmundson and 
Detective Carr. Also present during the interview was Sergeant Ruth Nelson of the 
Internal Affairs Bureau. 
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Mr c he lived at that address with his family. Just prior to the shooting, he had heard a low- 
flying helicopter and saw its spotlight through his windows. He peeked out and saw a man run east bound 
through his front yard. Mr. Sik 2id he also noticed two deputies in his neighbors yard - to the east. He 
heard shouts, something like, “Stop, police.” This was followed by two or three gunshots and someone 
screaming in pain. 


At that time he told his family to get down on the floor, and he called 9-1-1. 


DEPUTY’S STATEMENT 


Deputy David Michael Joyce EO | 
Lakewood Station 
F.O.R. ID 


Deputy Joyce was interviewed, on tape, on July 19, 1999 at 0440 hours. The interview 
was conducted at Lakewood Station by Homicide Investigators Sergeant Longshore and 
Detective Harris. At the onset of the interview, Sergeant Longshore inspected Deputy 
Joyce’s handgun. The Department issued Beretta contained fourteen rounds. Two rounds 
had been fired. 


Deputy Joyce stated he had been parked at the Cerritos Substation completing a report when he noticed 
two helicopters to his east. At the same time, a Sheriff’ s Aero Unit announced theat Orange County was 
in pursuit of a Carjacking vehicle, westbound on 166" Street. Deputy Joyce started in the general direction 
of the pursuit when it was broadcast that the pursuit had ended. The suspects had fled on foot in the 
Station’s “Chivas” gang area. Both Deputy Joyce and Deputy McDonald received authorization to roll 
Code 3 to the area. Upon arrival at the pursuit terminus, he contacted a CHP officer who provided little 
additional information, saying they were having problems communicating directly with their Aero 
Unit. 


Atthis time, Deputies Joyce and McDonald received a prowler call at ; l 67" Street. The suspect 
was next to a yellow truck in that location’s driveway. Deputy Joyce parked a couple of houses west of 
that home. As he approached the location, Deputy Joyce saw two CHP officers east of the location. 
Walking in the street, behind cars parked at the curb, Deputy Joyce passed the yellow puck-up. Deputy 
McDonald, who was about 20 feet west of Joyce, then called out that the suspect was under the truck. 


Both deputies yelled orders to the suspect to come out and show his hands. The suspect crawled out and 
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immediately began running eastbound along the front of the residence. Deputy Joyce began to parallel the 
suspect, gun drawn. An aero unit was overhead. When the suspect got to the northeast corner of the 
home, he went behind a large trash can and stopped running. Deputy Joyce, who had turned and run south 
along the adjacent property’s front yard, said he knew this was a 215 suspect, and believed the suspect 
may have been stopping to fire a weapon at them. It did not appear as if the suspect was surrendering, but 
going for cover. Deputy Joyce said he had no immediate place to seek cover. His thought was, “This is 
it! We are going to go to a shootout.” There was no other reason to explain the suspect’ s actions other 
than to aggress the deputies. Within a second, feeling the suspect had the advantage, Deputy Joyce fired 
two quick rounds from 15-20 feet. The suspect ran southbound toward the rear of the home. Then, he 
fell to the ground saying he had been shot. 


Deputy Joyce said that he knew the suspects were wanted for Carjacking, but had received the information 
that they were armed with handguns only after the shooting. 


Although he had only been at Lakewood for a month, Deputy Joyce We 

i He was familiar with the area, and with the Chivas gang. The suspect appeared to be a gang 
member, with a shaved head, and wearing bulky clothing and loose fitting pants that could conceal a 
weapon. 


Deputy Joyce described the lighting conditions at the time of the shooting as alternating between good and 
bad. The only lighting was a porch light from the home. But, Deputy Joyce had his flashlight, and aero was 


illuminating the area. But that light was not steady. 


In hindsight, Deputy Joyce stated he felt he had no choice during the incident. With the information 
provided him, he was going to pursue the suspect. 


The interview concluded at 0507 hours. 


IAB NOTE: Suspect Rodriguez did not provide a tape recorded interview. See Page 31 
of Exhibit A, for a summary of his statements to Homicide Investigators. 
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